
Historically and currently within society, what is the most important investment in an individual's life? 
Introduction:
What do you think is the most important investment an individual can make in their life? The most important investment in my opinion is education. Investing in your education is a great way to get multiple positive outcomes. The reason why the best investment an individual should make is Education is because it affords more opportunities in life, because it gives you skills and a knowledge base to pursue your passion, and offer more job security.  A lot of people in America take public education for granted. Public education goes back into history centuries back from now. Education is a very important part of our everyday life. It’s  one of the most important investments to make in an individual's life to have a successful future. Some people think that college isn't necessary, but College is enhancing your education and making sure that you’re set for the future. Having a high school diploma is good but having an Associates degree or a Bachelor's degree opens up more doors and looks good on your resume. Also it's way easier to get a career and become more successful. Investing in education is very important.  The most important investment an individual can make in their life is investing in their education because it affords more opportunities in life, it gives you skills and a knowledge base to pursue your passion, and offers more job security.	
Historical Perspective:
In the 1600’s the first English settlement in North America was established by the Virginia Company at Jamestown which is now known as the state of Virginia.  Although their the first schools in the 17th century. The Boston Latin School was the first public school opened in the United states, in 1635. Till this day it remains the nation’s oldest public school. Early public schools didn't really focus on academics like math or reading.They focused on stuff like family religion and community. Girls were usually taught how to read but not how to write in early America. In the south, public schools were not common during the 1600s and early 1700s. Affluent families paid for private tutors to educate their children. The Puritans were the first in this country to point out the need for some kind of education. They were established to teach not just the essential-reading, writing and math but also to reinforce their core value. Thomas Jefferson who was the 3rd president argued that the independent nation needed an education system after the American Revolution. He implied that tax dollars should be used to fund it. Although his pleas were ignored for nearly a century, his  idea still was still weak. In the 1840s there were a couple public schools in the communities that could afford it. The first compulsory school law was passed in 1852 in Massachusetts. A year after that New York passed the law. By 1918, all American children were required to attend at least elementary school. Throughout the 1960s the United States had a racially segregated system of school. This was despite the 1954 Brown vs. Board Supreme court ruling. Brown vs Board was a landmark which the justices ruled unanimously that racial segregation of children in public schools was unconstitutional.  Brown vs. Board of Education was one of the cornerstones of the civil rights movement. This helped establish that precedent that   “ Separate But Equal ” education and other services were not in fact , equal at all. By the late 1970s segregated schooling in the United States was eliminated. ( Edmund Sass ). After the Brown v Board situation there was still 
Background:
Education is the most important investment an individual can make in life because it highlights a mindset of self improvement, motivation, and drive.  Many organizations look for this in candidates because higher education shows a sense of dedication that is important to companies and their success.    Organizations want highly qualified and knowledgeable individuals with a degree because it offers a foundation you need to qualify for a position.  “Attaining a degree in any field is often considered a right of passage, and is a sign of commitment , a vesting interest in self-improvement and the willingness to take your education and abilities to new heights“  (https://aci.edu/about-us/why-invest-in-education/).  This shows that investing in education is a great investment in an individual's life because it shows commitment dedication and that the individual is willing to spend 4 years of their life to increase and higher their education for a bachelor’s degree. For an individual that is willing to be able to dedicate that amount of time in your education will increase your job opportunities, your education, and also your success.  These 4 years will give a person the skills, knowledge, and help them develop a network.  People with higher education or a degree are more likely to keep a job then a person with lower education or a lower degree. Also you can pursue your dreams and do something you really love doing with good pay. All the investing and time you will use will all be worth it at the end to pursue your passion in life. Investing in education can also build your skills and help you become more professional to help you out in the real world. Without education there isn't much you can do so why not take that advantage while you can.  “More than two decades of experience in development and emergency response have shown me how education can make a lasting difference in children’s lives. But education is not just good for children, it’s good for nations. Investing in education isn’t just the right thing to do, it’s smart economics. ”   Also education can put individuals on a path towards good health, empowerment and employment. This quote says that investing in education is a great idea and also smart to set up your future. An individual who invests in education is making a smart decision to help you become successful. Also you can have more job security and offer more professional skills as well. 
There are many reasons an individual investing in education is the best investment for an individual in their life. Education is a way to enhance your mind and learn new things that you never knew before. The statistics from “.................”  say that people without a high school diploma make no more than $533 a week. People with a high school diploma but no college makes about $730 a week. People with an Associate's degree make about $862 a week. The higher diploma you have the more money you get which can also make sure you are straight for your future. For example a Bachelor's degree makes about $1,198 a week. You can even go and get a masters degree which can make you $1,434 a week. Depending on how far you go all depends on you but the farther you go the more money you are able to make. Also it gives you skill and knowledge base to pursue your passion. If you really push yourself to get the career or job you really want, you can do it. 
For example, for an individual who wants to open up their own business and become an entrepreneur. They got to work really hard. They have to make sure they go to college to save up and invest in their education so that individuals can learn everything they need so they won't make as many mistakes when they get older. Some people have always wanted to own their  own shop as they were getting older. Know that they see an opportunity that they can actually make a living and be profitable. Why wouldn't they go for it. To become an entrepreneur you have to work hard. Without having a good knowledge and education how can they be able to do that? Also investing in your education provides more job security.  The two most critical skills that an entrepreneur is an education in the ability to manage money and ability to raise money. 
That is important because the higher your education is, the more valuable you are. With that being said, if your education isn't really high as others it's more of a chance that you can be laid off. Higher education is so vital that some companies will offer to pay for their  employers tuition. Studies show that economic recessions, college graduates are least likely to be laid off. If you are a college graduate, you are also bound to enjoy your job due to factors such as employment benefits, higher income, and opportunities to advance your career and this translates to job satisfaction. Studies say that individuals with higher education levels earn more, pay more taxes and are more likely than others to be employed and have job benefits such as retirement and health insurance and less likely to rely on public assistance. Completing a college education increases your chances to move up the socioeconomic ladder and you will have doors open for more career opportunities. So investing in education is a smart way to increase career success. Employment opportunities are narrowing down for those who only hold high school diplomas. In my opinion I feel like investing in education is a good investment. It is a lot of work and takes a lot of time but in the long run it will be 100% worth it. You can have a successful career, have a good resume and also have a great living. That's only if you really push yourself and chase that dream that you want. In order to get that nice house a job you love and that's good paying you have to work for it. Hard work pays off, I have dedication motivation and a dream to chase. You want to get older and look back in the future and say i'm glad i went to college and graduated. It's best to get all the school out of the way while you can before it gets too late because time really flies by fast and before you know it you're out of time. So before you ever think about dropping out or not going to college think about your future and how successful you can be. 
Counterclaim
Another reason why the best idea is to invest in education is because it gives you skills and knowledge base to pursue your dream and passion. Investing in your education can provide you with more doors to open and give you more options for you to do what you really want to do in life. With the skills and the knowledge you have after you invest in education you wouldn't have anything to worry about. Start a nice career that you really like and that motivates you. Being a college graduate helps you out when it comes to getting a job or career. Trade school is always an alternative to college though.   An alternative for college is also trade school. In trade school you can pick up a trade that you really want to do instead of going to college. That is also another way of investing in your education and it helps you build up  your skills on the classes you get. Trade school is easy to get into. All the skills you need to work in a trade industry aren't hard at all. Some of things you can learn at a pretty early age and right at your house. 
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